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must be reported forthwith to the Minister. The manner in
which such occurrences are to be reported is dealt with in
regulation 4 which provides that certain classes of occurrence
have to be reported to the chief officer of police and the local
authority concerned, as well as to the Minister.

THE FACTORIES (IONISING RADIATIONS) SPECIAL
REGULATIONS

A preliminary draft, circulated in 1957 for informed com-
ment, related to a code of regulations to safeguard workers in
industry against the effect of ionising radiations. Here again,
employees are concerned, but the regulations will be a guide to
the dangers and precautions which are desirable. In the light
of comments received a second preliminary draft has been pre-
pared, dated 1960.

Two main methods of protection are envisaged. The first is
to encase the source of radiations and the w^ork being irradiated
in so thick an enclosure, or to prevent access to the source and
the work from so great a distance, that persons outside the
enclosure or beyond the distance cannot receive a dose above the
maximum permissible level. This is termed " adequate shield-
ing." But there are cases where it is not practicable to require
shielding of such a standard, and the method of protection is
then to shield the source and the work as much as possible
and/or limit the time that any person spends in the field of
relatively intense radiations so that, although the dose rate may
be high, the total dose that that person receives is below the
prescribed maximum permissible level. This is termed "adequate
protection."

The draft regulations provide for general precautions, age
limit, storage, tests of personal exposure, for medical supervision
and examinations, for precautions relating to special processes.
X-ray fluoroscopy and crystallography, and static eliminators and
measuring and detecting devices are also dealt with in the draft.

REPORT: CONTROL OF HEALTH AND SAFETY IN THE

U.K.A.E.A.

The Report of the Committee appointed by the Prime
Minister to examine The Organisation for Control of Health
and Safety in the United Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority
(January, 1958 Cmnd. 342) is an informative document.

The report opens with some reference to the hazards of atomic
energy and then details four steps which are required for safe
technological practice. They are: